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o, 1947, a civilian pilot flying over the Cascade
ﬂguﬁiaiﬁﬁ in zhe'State of Washington obeerved nine flying
disc-shaped aircraft traveling in formation at a high rate
of apead, Although this was not the first known sighting
of such objects, it waas the first to gain widespread attention
in the public media. Rundreds of reports of sightings of
similar objecta followed, Many of these came from highly
credidble military and civilian sources, These reports res-
ulted in independent efforts dy several different elements
of the military to ascertain the mature and purpose of these
objecta in the interests of national defenss. A number of
wvitnesses were interviswed and thers wers several unauccessful
attempts to utilise airoraft in efforts to pursue reported
disocs in flight, Pudblis reaction bordered on near hysteria

st tiﬂ..o

In spita of these efforts, little of substance was learmed

ahout the obd feots until & local rancher reported that one

had erashied in a remote region of Rew Mexico located approz-
tely ssventy-five u%las northwvest of Roswell Army Air

On Q7 July, 1547, a scoret operation was begun to assure
recovery of the wreo ¢ of this objeot for scientific study.
During the courwe of s operation, aerial reaconnajiasance
discovered that four sxall human-like beings had apparently
sjected from the oraft it some point before it exploded.
These hiad fallen to czyth sbout two niles esast of the wreckage
site. All four were dead and badly decomposed due to action
2z‘¥rod¢tor' and exposure to the slements during the AppProx-
b oly one wesk time Pariod which had elapsed before their
a covery. A special solentifio tean took charge of removing
fo:; bodies for study, (3ee Attachmwent "g", The wrackage
?s 8 oraft was also removed to Several different locations.
th" Attachment "B*,) Oivilian snd military witnesses in

8 Area were dedriefsd, and News reporters were given the

effective cover sgto
#sather research ballocm, —° C0J%0% had been & misguided
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